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THE MAYOR URGE

D TO ACT.

RAPID TRANSIT BOARD WANTS ITH
FORM OF CONTRACT APPROVED.

ASKSR THAT THE CORPORATION COUNSEL
RENDER AN OPINION, 80 THAT THE
INCREASED DEBT-INCURRING CA-
PACITY MAY BE TAKEN AD-
VANTAGRE OF AT THE
EARLIEST OP-

PORTUNITY
Mavor Van Wyck has placed himself on ree-
oridl as favoring the construction of the under-
ground rapid transit rallroad, and, in fact, on
Friday assured a delegatlon of representatives
of lahor interests which walted upon him that
the work of buliding the road would bha hegun
pefore his term of office ended. Relying prab-
gbly upon the good faith of the Mayor's promise,
the Rapld Transit Commissioners have ad-
dressed # memorial to him, pointing out how
e may £lve practical effect to his apparent de-
gire to help forward the tunnel project by remov-
ing at least one ohstacle by which the Tammany
administration has impedad the progress of the

Board.

Under the provislons of the rapid-transit stat-
upte it 18 obllgatory on the part of the Commis-
giopers to oblain the approval of the Corporn-
tion Counsel to the form of contract for the
ecorstruction and leasing of the road hefore that
contract can put up for bldding. Over a
year ako, in conformity with the legal require-
ments, the Board submitted to the Corporation

Counsel the form of contract that had
drawn up. The Commissioners requested that
the Corporation Counsel would examine the

form of contract And return it to them as soon
as possible with hie approval or with such sug-
gertions modifieation alteration as he
might deem advisable. Thirteen months have
elapsed without the Board reeelving any In-
timation from the Corporation Counsel as to
whether he will sanction the contract or disap-
prove It. It ls well understood that this Inac-
tion 18 the outeome of premeditation and of
the poliey which Tammany has pursued toward
the Rapld Transit Commission, This
“hold-up"—for it is nothing lkig—of the Com-
misglon's plans the members of that body are
now secking to end In the memorial
they have sent to the Mayor they polnt out that
the new assessment of realty In the city and the
constitutional amendmant to be voted upon next
November to séparite the city debt from the
county debt will permit the building of the
rapid-transitc road without interfering with any
other necessary Improvement,

ACTION DEMANDED

of or

In view of the poseible early inereased debt- |

Incurrihg capacity of the city, the Commission-
ers urge gupon the Mayor the importance of the
form  of contract heing settled sn that,
upon the completlon of the reassessment, the
advertising of the contract may begin, and rapid
transit construction may be uncertaken with
the least possible dclay The Commissioners
further impress upan the Mayor the necessity
for the completion of these prellminary detalls,
in order to obviate the possibility of any post.
ponement of the underground project beenuse
of the prior creation of new debte hy the city,
1t 18 plainly put to the Mayor that no contracis
nught tn be made by the eclty tending tn exe
haust or diminish the extent of the elty’s debt-
rajsing power until after the rapld transit con-
tract |s made, or until after a reasonalle op-
portunity has been given to make such a econ-
tract.

On those grounds the Board beseeches the
Mayor to stimulate the Corporation Counsel to
actlon on the matter of the contraet, so that
there may be no further delay when the clty 1a
in a position to undertake the work of excavat-
ing the tunnel.

The Commilssioners Araw attention to the fact
1hat the po-called tunnel aect recontly amended
and puseed by the Brard of Aldoymen, does not
give effectunl rapid transit to New-York, Many
rumors are being woven around the suggested
hullding of a tunnel under the East River, It
is reported that a trensfer system will be In-
Flituted hetween the Metrupolitan Btreet Rall-
way Company and the Brooklyn Rapld Transit,
and that among other developments of euch a
tunnel will be making Montauk Polnt the
destination of the American Line steamers. The
tontemplated plan, aeccording to report, Is to
land the steamship passengers at Montauk
Point, and to bring them over the Long Isiand
Railroad, through the proposed tunnel to a
céntral polnt ‘n this city. This scheme of mak-
ing Montauk Point & starting-place for European
steamers Is an old project of the Long Island
Railway people, and, while it has often been
epoken of, has never gone bevond the stage of
euggestion. And, agaln, while there |8 no doubt,
&8 The Tribune has frequently asserted, an ulti-
mate combination of the passenger-carrying
roagds of New York and Hrooklyn will be per-
fected, there Is no Immediate prospect of any
alliance between the Metropolitan and the
Brooklyn Rapld Transit companles

THE BOARIYS MEMORIAL,

The memorlal sent to the Mayor by the Rapld
Transit Board (s as follows

The Board of Rapld Transit
floners of the Uity of New-York

upon,

Rulirosd Commis-
Tespectfully beps
" ]

to submit this inquiry concerning the e 1
which the municlpal authorities will fos] s 10
promote construction by th ty of the proposmd
Tapld transit rond. Its routes extend fi the
City Hall and Brooklyn Dridee northerly along

Centre and Elm st and Fourth-ave
ond-st., thenece under Forty-second-st
thence under Broadway to One-hanire

to Forty-seo.
to Hromdway

8l.. the roules there dividing. one continulng 10

and along the east slde to Rronx Park. and the

other continuing undér Broadwuy to Kingshridge
These routes and the struction of the

van of
rallroad were pn‘u-r!hrri by 1
ary 4, 1880, They were approvs
Common Council on March 2
Depiurtment on April 12, 1897
eloner for the 'ljn"-mytr-rr-i T
wards on April 19, 187 Later snd after mwalonged
litigation, they were approved Ly the A Inin
Divislon by It order muade on April & l“u'l:w Tne
routes and plins have, apart from such affletal ana
Judictal adoption, recelved general and pr:rll-n]';

Boned on Fehry-
by the Mayor wnd
1507 ¥ theée Park
3 the commis-
I.\-.-' aty-fourth

ur

unanimous public approval. In the pr
cently made by the Metropolityr -‘*‘-’E'-;,D‘I‘{F:uilin-l.'v
Company they were adopted almost in thelr er.

tirety as practically the best routes and plan which
in the Judgment of that company. were jeul
even if construction were to he by private ean al

The Board, without any delay, aftor securing the
necessary approvals, prepared the form of contraet
fur construction snd leasing of the road in con-
formity with the rapld-trapalt sintuts the vate of
the people and the l;rmlnn-nn of the arder of the
Appellate Division ‘ursunnt to Beetlon 13 of the
Act of 154, this form wns submitted o the Cop-
porgtlon Counsel on Aprll 7. 1888 for his apnroval
a8 o form. but no communication has as yet heen
r--fr-!-rim from him, whether of approval or disap.
Frova

Fariy In the present year the Board submitted
to the Legisiature a bill designed to give the Honrd
the power, if municipal construetion should not
te practicable, remor] to private capitnl, This
bl was, however, mnterinlly and even serinusly
amended, and in 1ts amended form It has not been
soeotpted by the city. The result 1s that the rapld-
traralt road must be hulit by the clty If 1t i& to be
bull: at all. The so-called tunnel act, even am re-

cently amended. {8 plainly ineffectual for the pur- |
among |

pose, for several guMelent resasons and,
others, that any complete papld-transit rond must
necessarily emerge to the surface nt several points
in the horoughe of Manhattan and The Bronx, and
be bullt as » viaduct
PRESENT LAW
The present rupld-transit law
respocts susceptible of Improvement, s neverthe
less entirely adequate for munlcipal construction,
provided the municipal authorities will co-operite
with this Board In preseribing the routes and

ADEQUATE

Continued on sizih puge.

IF 1 HAD YOUR TEETH
I would use Bensolyptus Tooth Pawder to elesn
Wem, It Is perfection. All druggists.—Advt,

SUNDAY LAWS ENFORCED.

DEVERY SHOWS HOW EASY IT IS WHEN
HE WANTS TO.

CONCERT HALLS RESTRICTED IN THEIR
“SACRED" CONCERT PERFORMANCES
—DRINKING PLACES KEPT
WITHIN THE LAW.

Tt seems to he the fate of Tammany Hall that
whenever that organization does take a spasm

been |

official |

which |

A-and-fourtli- |

nlthough In soms |

of virtue and makes a real effort to enforce the
statutes the thing recolls upon Its head like a
| hocmerang, thoroughly convinelng all beholders
| of the utter dishonesty of the plea offered by
| such police chiefs as Devery that It Is a physical
Impossibility to have the laws respected, Devery

| only gave one twist, or at most a twist and a |

| half, to the pollce screw yesterday, vet not a

concert hall In the whole eity, from Coney Isl- |

| and to Yonkers, sold liquor with Impunity, al-
| lowed any performer to appear In other than
ordinary street costume, or had anything on

ith"' programme but music, vocal or Instru-
| mental.
| One bold man, Maurice Stack, who Keeps

eoncert hall at No. 18 West-st,, relying upon the
: fact that he {8 a Tammany politiclan of welght
In his distriet, tested the power of his “pull" and
| served drinks with his music, Two men who
had ordered beer and another who had ordered
whiskey suddenly arose in the hall and removed
| Mr. Btack from the scene of alleged revelry to
the Church-st. police station. Two were de-
tectives; the third was l"l)ia!n Westervelt's
| own ward man, Beesley, Another arrest was
made for the same reason at Aschauer's Con-
cert Hall, No, 5 Battery Place. No one who saw
| the ease with which the pollee suppressed, at
| one day's notles, all violation of the same Sun-
day law which one week ago was belng almost
| wholly Ignored, could doubt that If they wanted

| to, they could make ordinary gambling and pool- |

selling g hazardous an occupation in this city |

| as {8 arscn, for Instance, and as scares,

It 18 not Intended to convey the impression
here that yesterday was a Blue Sunday by any
meins, Ralnes law hotels were supplying the
thirat of thelr customers on all sides, as the law
permite.
stghteeers and amusement seekers displayed
thelr usuai zeal, and met with a fair share of
| pucCess, In lawful ways;, but the fact remaiins
that the laws were respected as to closing
| hours, and In the other particulars already
| mentioned, in a way which, If It became the
| rule Instead of the exception, womld serlousiy

diminish the revenues of Tammany by cutting

off the tribute paid for “protection” by one
large class of amusement eaterers,
Of course, there was a lot of kicking by citl-
zens at the laws themselves, and many remarks
| were heard to the effect that “if this is the law,
the sooner it is changed the hetter,” Many

| found out for the first time yesterday what the |

| law really was, and not a few were led to in-
dorse the remark that the best way to procure
| the reneal of an unpopular law is wo enforce It
For Instance, the many persons who journey to
Coney Island on Sundays to Indulge In dancing
were dlsappointed. At no place on the igland
was dancing allowed, In the concert halls, also,
a change was noticed, the female performers
wearing long evening dresses, jnstead of short
ones which are worn by them on *eekdays.
Pollcemen and deiectives were seen in all parts
of the Bowery and the walks leading to the sea-
shora,

The change was the result of orders which
were sfued on Baturday by Pollce Commissloner
York to the pollce captains. Captain Kenney,

evidently intends to carry out the Comnmission-
er's orders. Owners of concert and dance halls
at Batr Beach, Bergen Beach and North Beach
were alan compelled to obey the aw.

The regulnr Sunday crowd began to arrive at
the seashore at noon, and at 7 o'clock It was
stated that the rallroads had carried more than
fifty thousand persons. The late visitors, who
make {t 8 practice to viglt the dance halls, eould
not understand why no music could be heard.
In the conecert halls the singers, from the ex-
pressions on many of thelr faces, were not at all
pieaged with thelr new costumes, and showed
| their displeasure In many ways
|  Frankfurter men did a thriving business, In
| all places where Intoxlenting liquors were soid
| plates were displayed on which were pleces of

biread., The latter, from Its appearance, had
| ®een hetter days.

Thersa were thirty-seven arrests In the cofty
yesterday for violatlones of the Exelse law,
thirty-flve in the borough of Manhattan and two
in the borough of The Bronx. There were none
reported from the other horoughs. On the pre-
vious Sunday thare were twenty-flve arrests
The arrests by police precinets are as follows:

Precinet, No, | Precinet No,
PUHN ...ovesrasnngmvssss FDWNY-TAUrtA . oisuaunns a
Bixth ... 4| Twenty-Afth .. - 2
Ninth ...... 2 Twenty-alghth ....... 1
Elrventh 2 Thirtieth L
Twelfth ...... d Thirty -first 1
Fifternth 2 Thirty-second 2
Elghteenth ... 1 Thinty=thind - ocouicagass 1
Twentleth . . B THE BRONX,
Twenty-first . : 2 Thirty-sixth 5 }
Twenty-second 4 Thirty-aeventh ag v s

-
TAE MEADE RETURNS TO PONCE.

A FHRESH LEAK DEVELOFR IN THE TRANSBPORT-
REGULARE ON BOARD

Ponce, Porto Rieo, May Li1—The TInited
States transport Meade formerly the Berlin,
which, while leaving this port Monday night
laet with the 1fth Infantry, struck a sunken
wreck outside the harbor, which caused B se-
rlous leak, and made necessary her return here,
left port last evening, but returned again this
morning, a further leakage having developed
during the night. =

ARRIVALS FROM CUHA
Among the passengers who arrived yesterday hy

the steamer Ella, from Nuevitas, Cuba, were
Capialns O, F. Hartmann, U 8. Blgnal Corps, and
R’ F. Duff, &th U. 8. Cavalry.

R S e

A POLISH TOWXN DESTROYED RY FIRE.

TWELVE LIVES LOST AND THOUSANDS MADE
HOMELEES.

Warsaw, Russia, May 21.--The town of Poro-
gow, in the Government of Warsaw, his heen de-
stroyed by fire. Twelve lives were lost, and
three thousands people, driven from their homes,
are now camping in the flelds. It Is belleved
that the fire was of Incendlary origin.

—= B
MONUMENT TO CARNOT UNVEILED.
PRESIDENT LOUHET AND OTHER DISTINGUISHED
FRENCHMEN PRESENT

| Dijon, France, May 2L—The monument to the
late M. Marie Franguis Sadl-Carnot, fourth
President of the Third Republic of France, was
unveiled hers to-day in the presence of the Pres-
fdent, M. Emille Loubet; the Premier, M. Charles
Tupuy: the Minister of War, M. Camille Krantz,

und other distingulshed personages.
->

AMERICAN RIGHTN OF A PLAY.

London, May 21.-Chariea Frohman, the Amer|-
oan theatrical manigor, has secured the American
rights of the eomedy "The Tyranny of Tears’d

| by Hnddon Chunbers, now being %Plrl}'"d at the
Criterton Theatra by Charles Wynlham and his
| company.
| with which he Is greatly pleased, Mr. Chambers
| sald to-day that he expescts Lo stage the play in
porson next autiimn in the United States, wnd
| hopes to renew then the American friendships he
’fnlllwd At the tiime of the production of ““The

Laler.™

-

| The Royal Blue Line arnounces a fars of $800 for
the round teip from New-York to Washington and
return on account of the Peace Jubllee Tickeis
good golng on May 2nd or Zird, and for return
within eleVen days  Statlons In New-York, Central

BH. of New-Jersey, foot Liberty Btroet and South
Feorry, Time between Naw-York und Washington
five bours,~Advi

who ig in charge of the Coney Island precinet, |

The concert halls were well attended, |

|

John Drew will be starred In the play, |

A FIGHT WITH NICARAGUA?

RUMORS OF A CONFLICT BETWEEN THE
DETROIT AND SAN JACINTO.

Washington, May 21.—There was a rumor

here to-night that there had heen a hostile
meeting at Blueflelds between the Nicaraguan
gunboat San Jacinto and the United States
erulser Detrolt, which ls Inoking after the In-
terests of Americans in that vielnity. The re-
port lacks eonfirmation, so far as official ad-
vicen are obtainable, the statement being made
in responsible quarters that up to 11 o'clock
there had been no Information recelved In re-

gard to it
P W —

PLAN OF CURRENCY REFORI.

REPUBLICAN COMMITTEE UNDERSTOOD TO
HAVE AGREED ON A MEASURE—IM-
PORTANT MODIFICATIONS.
Washington, May 21.—It !s understood that
the House Republican Caucus Committes ap-
pointed to frame a scheme of currency reform
has agreed upon a measure along the following

lines;

The redemption of all ohligations of the Gov-
ernment In gold on demand.

Greenhacks, when once redeemed for gold, to
be reissued only for gold.

Permitting Natlonal hanks to [ssue notes to
the par value of thelr Government bonds de-
poslted in the Treasury, Instead of {0 per cent,
a8 Al present. !

Permitting the minimum capital of Natlonal
banks ta be £25,000, instead of £050,000. as at
present.

This plan !s much less comprehensive than
ardent advocates of genernl currency revision
have urged, but was adopted, it was sald, be-
causs harmonlous agreement on It wnas pos-
sihle, which was not the case when more radical
measures were suggested.

SCICIDE OF AN EX-PAYMASTER.

LOSS OF HIS PLACE IN THE CUBTOM HOUSE
PREYED .ON HiB8 MIND.

Edward Selleck, who only two months agn
ended a service of thirteen years as paymaster
in the Custom House, committed sulelde at 1:30
o'clock yesterday afternoon hy shooting himself
in the right temple In his home, on the top floor
of the apartment-house at No, 132 West Elghty-
firth-gL

Mr. Selleck waa seveniv-two years old. He
leives a widow, He wug born in Norwalk,
Cern., and came to this clty many years ago.
He was a Democrat in polities. He first gerved

pa a deputy county clerk under Charles E. Loew, |

Later Mr. Belleck was chiet cashler for Con-
troller Edward Loew. Two months ago a Re-
publican was put In Mr, Selleck's place in the
Curtom House,

The logs of his place worrled Mr. Selleck
greatly, and his health began to bhreak down.,
Frequently he lamented his loneliness and
wiehed that he would dle. Several times he asked
his wife If she would not poison him or get
sgome one to do It.  “You know, mother,'” he sald,
“you could put it In my coffee and [ would
never know." So perslatent did he become late-
Iy In his plea for. polson that Mrs. Belleck in
alarm secreted everything of & polsonous natura
and hid her hushand’s revolver,

He did not rise yesterday momning at $:30
o'clock as he was accustomed to, but asked to
be allowed to take a little mo== sleep. At 1
po m. Mry, Belleck brought him a light luncheon
and he seemed quite cheerful. She was hardly
out of the room when she heard the report of
the revolver. Mra. Selleck dropped the tray of
dlshes and ran back. She found her hushand
I¥ing unconaci>us on the bhed, with hlood
pouring from the hole In his temple, Dr, T. H.
Birch was called In, but Mr. Belleck waa dead
when he arrived,

In his service as paymaster at ths Custom
Heouse Mr. Selleck is sald to have handled more
than $10,000.000), He often boasted that never
In all the years of his service had he heen short
A penny.

—_——

ARRIVAL OF REINA MERCEDES,

THE SPANISH WARSHIP, WHICH WAS 8I'NK
IN SANTIAGO HARBOR, AT OLD POINT.
Newport News, Va., May 21 (8pecial).—The former
‘Fpmmh protected erilsar Relna Mercedes, which
was sunk near the mouth of Santingn Harbor im-
medintely preceding the great naval battle of July
B, 1888, In order to hlock the antrancs of the Ameri-
ean ehips, and which was successfully ralsed by
the Merritt Wreeking Company, arrived tn Hamp-
ton Roads this afternoon from Santlago, In tow of
the Resoue und the L J. Merritt, two of the Merritt
wrecking tugs, Accompanying the crulser and the
tugs was the steamship 8. T. Morgan, also of the
Merritt fleat, which earried supplles for a long voy-
nge, and was prepared to give assistance to either
the Mercedes or the tugs In the event of an acel-

dent.

The paseage from Bantlago was made In remark-
ably quick time, consuming only elght days. The
ships experienced splendid weather all the way,
which necounts for the speady voyage of the first
Spanish trophy of consequence brought back to
this country. The Mercedes and her convoying
party wero reported last night at Hatteras at §
o'clock, and they passed In the Vieginia Capes this
morning.  After guarantine examination the trip

from the Capes to Old Point consumad nearly two
hotrs, and at 230 the hig cruiser, Aying an enor-
mous Amerfcan fag. anchored hetween the Cham-
berlin Hotel and thi= elty, ‘The trains, electric cars
and steamers (ook lnrge crowds to Old Point from
this city, Hampion, Richmond, Norfolk and Ports-
mouth, and the arrival of the trophy ship wae
grected by an Imenense throng. Many persons went
out in Inpnches and rowhaats to view her closely,
At 435 p. m. the tug Reecue, gayly decorated with
flags, left the crolser and head for the Capes,
bound for New-York., The Mercedes |5 badly searred

und battered above her water line, although the
fresh cout of white paint hides many of the scare.
All three of her masts are still standing, holf-

length only, and hetween the first and second the
spmokestnecks are intact, Tnited States Quarantine
CMeer W, G, Pettus boarded the erulser at the
Coapes, and, after making an examinntlon of her
crew il the canditlon of the ship, declded that
It would not be necessary to hold her at Flsher-
man's Island, the Government quarantine station,
He permitted her to come to 012 Faoint, where she
will pass five days In guarantine, On Thursday the
Mereedes will 2o to the Navy Yard at Portsmouth,
where a survey will e held by n board sent from

the Navy Department, and the necessary repalts
to her will then be detormined,
SN N e
FIREMEN TURN HOSE ON STUDENTS.

BOYS VICTORY OVER

INTERFERE

CORNELL CHLEHRRATE

PRINCETON,
May I.—After the vietary af the Cornell
tenm over the Princeton team st Ithaca
yesterday the students begun to celehrate the oocn-
slop In what they belleved to be harmiess ways
Bonflres were hullt, and a number of prominent
business men of the city alded the boys. A large
fire was started on the prinelpal thoroughfare, and
the police Interfered -

The boys became angry, and began to make It
uppleasant for the pollce. The Chief of Pollce then
gent i call for the Fire Department, which arrived
and atacked the crowd of students with streams
of water. The boye made s radd on the firemen
and police, and wrestod a hose ine from the fire-
men. The boys cut the hose. The polloe and fire-
men were alded by o number of townspeople, but
when the students captured the hose line the others
retreated down the streer and attacked another fire
which had been started, Here the flercest fight
of the night took place, And the Lownspeople at-
tucked the students with clubs or any other weapon
thnt could be Improvised

The fAramen advanced on the A
them with streams of water until they finnlly
clenrsd the boys from the Ares. One student was
struck from behind with & stick and falled One

i " f the pelice force was slghtly Injured
3:\-':;:'--':'”:. w:n\ more or less hrulsed ﬁn]’;‘ one

arrest was made.

AND POLICE

Ithaoa
baseball

boys, drenching

et
r RETWEEN NEW-YORK AND
Iin\?'l!FITHN. VIA PENNPYLVANIA
RAILROAD.
with Its change of schedule on May Zist, the
P‘-nnuylmnln Hallroad wnnihilated time batweon
ork and Washington, Take the “Congres.

}.'n':ul‘ Limited,” the finest and fastest day
tralu on wheels.—Advi

MCKER
o WAS

bt | 725, Niagara Falls
= l —Advi.

SPECIAL, SESSION PLANS.

ATTENTION OF THE LEGISLATURE WILL
BE CONCENTRATED ON FORD BILL.

THREE AMENDMENTS DESIRED BY THE
GOVERNOR — LITTLE LIKELIHOOD OF
OTHER MATTERS BBEING TAKEN
UP-NATURE OF OPPOSITION

TO AMENDMENTS.
[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE THIDUNE.)

Albany, May 21.—The members of the Legls-
lature who will nssemble here to-morrow to hoid
A speclal sesslon will possess at least the advan-
tage of having no distrncting maotters to attend
to beyond the Ford Franchise Tax “*'7 and pose-
sibly a bill regarding the Bureav Jdections
| of New-York. The Rapld Transit bl seems to
Ihavp been abandoned, and there Is a strong
probability also that no hill will bhe presented
| with regard to th: Bureau of Electlons, since
| ts passage would douhtless require the reas-
sembling of the Legislature agiin to pass |t
over Mayor Van Wyek's veto, an he vetoed It
hefore,

o econcentrate Its entire attention upan the
amendments which will be proposed ta the Ford
| Franchise Tax bill, There have heen rumors
that a caucus would bLe called upon the pro-
posed amendments by the Republler  leaders
on Tuesday morning, to bring to 1! support
as large a number of Republicar 4 possible,
but it I8 probable that such a  .eus will be
avolded If possible, in order + to stamp the
amendments with a partis&s  character, and
make them unaceeptaYle to I aocrats, if pushed
by Republicans,
WHERE OPPOSITION WILL APPEAR.

There may be opposition to any amendments
to the bill by Senators Malby, Coggeshall, Wil-
lls and Wilcox, all Republicans, hut, on the
other hand, there |8 no certainty that the Demo-
cratle opposition to the amendments already
announced will be unanimous, Senator Doug-
las, of Albany, for instance, will probably sup-
I port the suggested am:ndments giving the
State Board of Tax Commissioners authority to
appraise the value of the franchises affected by
the bill. SBenator Grady also when here was
entiraly non-committal with regard to the pro-
posed amendments, and It was sald that, after
the Tammany Hall Senators have made a dem-
anstration against the amendments they will
probably vote for them.

Damocratie opposition to the bill is ehiefly on
the acore that the local hoards of assessors in
the citlies, who are chlefly Democrats, should
control the appralsement of the value of the
franchises, and that this duty should not be
conferred upon &8 Republlican State Board of Tax
| Commissioners. But possibly the Democrats
| will console themselves with the thought that
If the Ford Franchise Tax hill should become
a law the revenues of the citles will he largely
Increasad and therefore the tax rate in the
| Demooratie cities can be reduced, or, at least,
| there will be more funds at the disposal of Dam-
ocratle machine managers for partisan pur-
poses,

WHAT THE GOVERNOR WILL URGE.

Giovernor Roosevelt |8 now at the Adirondack
camp of Robert H. Pruyn, of thie city, north of
North Creek, and he does not expeot to be In
Albany until to-morrow afternoon. He an-
nounced last week that to-morrow night, upon
the assembling of the Legislature, he would ad-
dress to It & message In the course of which he
would peint out the Imperfections of the Ford
Franchise Tax bill, now In hia hands, and sug-
gest broadly amendments to {t which, in his
opinlon, would make it a better statute.

The Governor declares, however, that the good
features of the hill exceed In number its de-
merits, and therefore he will sign It If It Is not
amended as he desires to have it amended

The three amendments which he desires to
have made are, first, to deprive the local Boards
of Assessors of the authority to assess the value
of franchises, and to confer®he authority on
the State Tax Commissloners; second, that the
law shall go into effect on January 1. 1IWN), in-
egtead of immediately; and, third. that the as-
ecssora |n assessing a franchise shall take Into
acrount and make proper deductions for any
sums now paid as a franchise tax
WHEN LOCAIL ASBESSMENTS MAY BE UN-

FAIR

The Governor Is gald to have been much Im-
pressed by the argument that local assessors
might do an Injust've In much & case as that of
the Albany Street Rallway Company, whoss
tracks run through the five cities of Albany,
lensselarr, Watervllet, Cohoes and Troy, as
well as severa| vilinges,

The officlals of this rallroad, In a hrief they
have flled with the Governor, argue that the
several parts of thelr system would be asseased
by the assessors in & different manner |n each
elty and village, and great injustice might be
done to them. Unquestionahly they would pre-
fer to have the State Board of Tax Commis-
eloners estimate the value of the entire fran-
chisge, and thus secure a uniform tax

Govarnaor Roosevelt 18 evidently going to be on
his guard this week against being decelved as
tn the nature of the amendments which will he
suggested to him to the Ford bill. He has heen
In correspondence, It I8 reported, with Professor
Seligman, of Columbia Unlveralty, and Wheeler
H. Peckham, on the subject of taxatlon, and
doubtless he will submit the proposed amend-
| ments to the Ford bill to thelr eritlolam. The
most diMeult amendment to the Ford bill to
frame, It Ig recognlzed, will be that one which
will declars that all franchise taxes now pald
by eorporations In various forms shall be ered-
Ited to them.

A letter was recelved from Speaker Nixon to-
day stating that he expected to arrive here at
1:40 a. m, to-morrow, He sald that his health
Is entirely restored.

Senator Platt vesterday deellned to dlscuss the
chances of the Ford Franchise Tax bill.  Lileu-
tenant.Governor Waoodruff sald the whole question
hnd simmersd down to whether (wonty-six Son-
dtars ean be Induced to vote for Governor Roosp-
velt's proposed amendments or not

Benator Timothy D, Bulllvan says the Tammany
Bolons might consent to an amendmeént that the
nssersors In assessing A franchise shall take into
necount and make proper deductions for any sums

now pald as franchiss tax. but will never consent
to deprive the local hoarde of assessors of the
authority to assess the value of franchises and
confer the authority on the State Tax Commls-
eloners

It Ia psserted that a request will be made to the
leginlature to approprinte a sum of money to be
exjwnded on a proper representation of the Btate
in the coming recaption for Admiral Dewey.

——
CALLS IT VIRILE LEGIRLATION

At a meeting of the Social Reform Club at No, 4

' niversity Pluce Inst night Edward King spoke

about the Ford Franchise Tax bill, which, he de-

clared. wan the beat and most wvirile legislation
enacted In this State In a guarter of & century.

-——

THE REICHRTAG TO ADJOURN.

CONBIDERATION OF THE MEAT INSPECTION LI’I.L
POSTPONED.

Perlin, May 21.—The adjournment of the
Felchstakg has been agreed to in principle, though
th. Federal Governments are still insisting upon
the adoption of supplementary estimates.

Constderation of the Meat Inspection bill will
be postponed untll next autumn.
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“PAN-AMERICAN EXPRESS.™

train on the New-York Central

8:00 p._m.. dadly: arrive Buffalo
40, Toroato 10:50 next morning

THE
The new fast
leave New-York

It looks as if the Legislature would be ahin’

~

PARISHARD ANDFAST ON AROCK

Ly

AMERICAN LINER, FAR OUT OF HER COURSE, STRIKES AT
NIGHT NEAR THE MANACLES. :

NO LIVES LOST—UNSUCCESSFUL EFFORTS TO FLOAT HER,

The American Line steamer Paris remains hard and fast on a rock near the
Manacles, at the mouth of Falmouth Harhor, which she struck while going at
high speed about 1 o'clock Sunday morning, on her voyage from Southampton

by way of Cherbourg to New-York.

All the passengers and mails were saved,

Two unsuccessful efforts have been
sixteen feet of water in her hold.
ing her if the sea remains calm and the wi

mace to float the steamship, which has

The agents of the company are hopeful of sav

nd favorable.

Why the vessel should have been so far out of her course is not explained,
though attention is called to the mysterious and treacherous currents of the
Channel, which, it is believed, caused the wreck of the Mohegan on the Manacles

last October.,

Falmouth, May 21.—The American Line
steamer Parls, Captain Watkins, from Southamp-
ton and Cherbourg for New-York, struck on an
outlylng ridge near the Manacles early this
morning at a point more than half a mile from
where the wrecked Atlantic Transport liner Mo-
hegan les,

The Parls 18 hard and fast off Lowlands
Polnt, twn miles east of Coverack. The sea
The malls and passengers

Ia perfectly calm.

maintained that a passenger described the scene
as simply a slow procession of women and
children walking in single file to boats.

At daybreak the position of the vessel could
be better discerned. The brilliant 8t. Anthony
Light, at the entrance of Falmouth Harber,
could be distinguished plainly through the misty
rain, and the still-gtanding masts of the M-
fated Mohegan could be seen near by.

It is said that a Falmouth pllot-boat showed
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THE AMERICAN LINE

STEAMSHIP PARIS,

wera taken off and landed at Falmouth. A
gunboat, a torpedo-boat and three tugs Aare
alnngside the stranded ship. .

Ffforts to float the Paris at high water, two
or three hours after she struck, were unsue-
ressful, and the vessel remalned In ahbout the
eame position on the reef. with deep water on
hoth sides.

An effort was made again this afternoon to
tow the Paris off the rock. Thres tugs were en-
gaged at full pressure, with the steamer's steei
hawsers, her own engines assisting for half an
hour. The attempt was entirely unsuccessful,
the steamer not budging an inch.

Fears are entertained that she Is considerably
tnjured.

NO DANGFR FROM THE FIRST.

The Parls, which salled from Southampton
yesterday, called at Cherbourg and plcked up
fifty pasiengers, She left Cherbourg at
o'clock last evening. Enon after 1 o'clock this
morning, just befors high tide and in a dense
fog, she ran ashore. From the first there was
no danger, Lifehoats and tugs were soon Iit-
erally swarming around the vessel to render

assistance. A maljority of the passengers, who
numbersd threa hundred and eighty, were
brought to Falmouth, where they aobtained

lodgings for the night. Captaln Watkins re.
ported that his ship was lylng comfortably In
smonth water, and that thers was no occaslon
for any alarmist reports. He reported the pas-
sengers and crew all well,

H. W. Southworth, a passenger, deseribing
the vessel's position, sald

“The soundings made showed nine fathoms
of water forward and fourteen aft, but the ship
rested on a flat rock, while the rocks rising on
each nlde held her almost erect.

"The officers’ log determines the position of
the Paris, and the poaition of the wreck of the
Mohegan shows that the Parls was even more
out of her eourse than the Mohegan, she having
passed between the Mohegan and the shore and
then, when the mistake was discovered, having
changed her course in the hope of clearing the
rocks, thus miraculously escaping the Man-

acles.”

The first intimation of the vessel's striking
the rocks was a silght grating sound, which
was followed by a second and more declded
ghock. The Inokout shouted that there was
something looming ahead, but before there was
time ton reverse the engines the ship had gone
on the rocks, two hundred yards from the shore.
Assiatance was summoned by means of rockets,
and the eoast guards promptly telephoned to
the life-saving station for hoatms.

PERFECT ORDER PREVATLED

A majority of the passengers were not aware
that an accldent had happened until they were
called up by the stewards. On reaching the
deck they found the ship's boats In perfect
readiness for thelr reception. The sea was
pérfectly ealm, and the only discomfort that
the passengers experienced was caused by the
slight rain that was falling at the time. Owing
to the calmness of the sea the boats could be
managed with entire safety. Perfeot order pre-
valled aboard the vesssl. Captain Watkina
stood on the bridge giving orders, and his per-
fect self-possession and calmness of demeanor
had a reassuring effect upon the passengers,
In accordance with the instruction of the cap-
taln the women and children wers the first to
ba taken off the ship. Such perfect order was

THE NEW PENNSBYLVANIA RAILROAD
FERRYBOAT “"PHILADELPHIA "
BETWEEN WEST TWENTY-THIRD BTREET
AND JERSEY CITY,

This |s the fnest double-deck, guadruple pro-
peller, steel-hull ferryboat aflont. t rides ke an
orean liner.  Hoats now run every fifteen minuigs

from each side.—Advi

a warning signal to the Parls telling the cap=
tain that he would put the vessel on top of
Mhe Mohegan If he did not alter the course of
the ship. Tne warning, however, came (00 late,
and the Parls struck on a ridge to the west-
ward of the Manacles.

Further detalls of the disaster show that
when the vessel struck the crew were sum-
moned on deck. The passengers, upon appear-
ing, were met at the companionway with com=
forting words and assurances of their safety.
Exceptional coolness was shown on all sides,
the stewards distributing coffee and stimulants
to all who desired them.

CAPTAIN WATKINS ROWED ABHORE.

Captain Watkins had his gig lowered and
rowed ashore In order to ascertaln his where-
abouts and to telegraph to Falmouth for tugw
to assist his ship, In the mean time rookets
were sent up and signa! guns were fired.

When dawn broke every one on board was P
leved to find the shore on one =ide and lifeboats
1ying near by on the other. The vessal lay with
her head to the southwest, the reversing of her
engines having put her broadside on to the

CAPTAIN FREDERICK WATKINS
Of the Parls,

)

il

rocks. Happily. the sea was smooth, and there
was no wind. Otherwise there would probably
have been a different tale to tell,

The dangers of the vicinity were strikingly
brought home to the passengers and crew by
the masts of the wrecked steamer Mohegan,
which are sticking out of the water, and by &
miserable bell buoy, which tolls almont econ-
stantly as though sounding & death knell.

When Captain Watkins returned from his
trip ashore, he learned that there was &l
ready considerable water In t e hold; the
tugs which had arrived stood by In readiness
for any emergency. All the passengers were
transferred to the tug Dragon, but beyond the
elothes they wore they took nothing with them.

They were landed at Falmouth shortly after T
o'clock, the local agents of the American Line
meeting them and providing them with every
care and quartering them at the various hotels
and the Ballors’ Home.

When the Paris struck, the tide was within an
hour of the flood. and this proved insuffictent
to ralse her off the rocks. Hundreds of people
visited the scene during the dey.

The passengers are lavish in thelr praise of
the admirable Lahavior of the oMcers and erew,
and declare that it was due to thelr smartness
that no accldent occurred g any one. Perfest
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